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I feel so honored to be here today to receive the Sang-Yong 
Nam Award. First I must mention that Michigan is one of 
very few schools that make their alums feel that they sincerely 
care. When I told my friends at University of Pennsylvania 
about this award, everyone, including the ones who graduated 
from Harvard, Stanford, and Berkeley, all of them said, “Wow, 

Michigan is a really good school, and not just at football.” I am honored to be here in 
a place that is so highly regarded. 

My Michigan pride really comes from my heart. Being around people who are very 
proud of their alma maters such as Columbia and Princeton, while people from non-
Ivy schools remained quiet, I realized that I still talk about Michigan with pride, ex-
citement, love, and passion, no matter whom I am in front of. Because I know, deep 
in my heart, what Michigan has given me. I do not love Michigan for no reason; 
Michigan made me love Michigan. All of my achievements and the opportunities I 
have enjoyed—all of that has happened because I was at Michigan, not because I am 
so wonderful or smart. I was only just a little more skillful at searching for opportuni-
ties than others. Michigan offers so much opportunity and really encourages students 
to lead successful academic careers. Again, I am so proud and thankful to be a part of 
this community. 

In particular, I am thankful to the Nam Center for supporting Elder Nam’s four Ds 
– desire, dream, drive, and determination. The Sang-Yong Nam Award gives me yet 
another source of inspiration and courage to pursue those four Ds, even after leaving 
Michigan. Michigan has never abandoned me, and so my heart is still in Michigan, 
and I want to show how Michigan makes the difference out there. 

I cannot possibly express all my appreciation to the Nam Center, and especially to 
Professor Kwak, Do-Hee, and Jiyoung for their heartfelt care and emotional support. 
Away from home as an international student, I never felt alone in Michigan. Michigan 
is my second home. There was always somebody to whom I could reach out. Whenev-
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er I felt despair or fear about my future, I had a place to go: the Nam Center. Professor 
Kwak, Do-Hee, and Jiyoung welcomed me unconditionally. They were my mentors 
and advisors and they are the people who turned that fear and despair into excitement 
and hope. After visiting the Nam Center, on my way back home, I would always think 
in my head, “Yes, I can do this.” Thank you. Thank you for making all this possible.

I will continue to commit myself to  academic achievement, citizenship, service to 
community, and commitment to Korean Studies, and I will never forget that the Nam 
Center and the Nam family not just supported my academic efforts but also my desire, 
dream, drive, and determination. I will not lose those four Ds and whenever I face 
hardships in my life, I will remind myself of my appreciation towards my parents, the 
Nam Center, its staff members, the Nam family, other Michigan professors such as 
Judy, Deb, and Jennifer, and my dear friends. 

Albert Einstein said, “Try not to become a man of success but a man of value.” Michi-
gan truly embraces and encourages students to become people of value and of success. 
Here at Michigan, the combination works – of course, Michigan difference.

Thank you so much again, and forever, Go Blue!

Min Joo Kim






