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The ComicCon Phenomenon: The Power of 
Comics 

 
Lesson Plans for 8th-12th grades; English, History, Art 

Driving Question:  
● Is a comic an effective  

medium for storytelling? 

 
Supporting Questions:  

● What is a comic?  

● Is there a meaning with 

every comic? Every 

panel? 

● What messages, lessons, 

or values are conveyed 

through this medium 

directly or indirectly?  

Enduring Understandings  
● Comics are a sophisticated 

format. 

● Visual storytelling is 

complex, with many layers 

of ideas, meaning, and 

interpretations.  

● Humans have used visual 

storytelling for thousands 

of years. 

 
 

Overview:  
● Students will learn the 

definition of a comic. 
● Students will practice 

applying the definition 

to a whole-class video. 

● Students will practice 

applying the definition 

individually to a text. 

 

 

Learning Objectives: 
● Students will apply the 

definition to two 

different texts (one 

video; one print). 

● Students will produce a 

comic of their own design 

that utilizes the 

definition.  
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Content Expectations / Standards 
1) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 
2) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 

Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to 

structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 

parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, 

flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 

or surprise. 
3) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural 

experience reflected in a work of literature from 

outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading 

of world literature. 

 

Key Concepts 
● Concepts: Comic - definition, organization, and history of; 

Cave art, Palestine - history and context of; art of 

storytelling; use of concise, simple imagery to convey 

meaning and theme.  

 

Teacher Preparation and Instructional Resources  
● Computer and projector for whole-class viewing 
● Google Slides introducing the topic and concepts 

● Copies of Baddawi 

Lesson Handouts/Materials 
● Link to Scott McCloud’s, Understanding Comics PDF. 
● Use a Google Doc to provide a brief introduction to 

comics based on McCloud’s PDF.  

o Rationale:  

▪ Provides historical understanding for the use 

of images to tell a story 

▪ Provides common language on how to analyze and 

interpret comics 

▪ McCloud’s document is a bit above the average 

sophomore’s interest/learning level.  

▪ His document uses some problematic languaging 

in terms of the historical pieces and could be 

updated for more inclusive verbiage. 

▪ Students receive a handout to apply the 

definitions to both the practice 1 video and 

the application 1 text (Baddawi). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/6/
http://mm12.johncaserta.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Understanding%20Comics%20(The%20Invisible%20Art)%20By%20Scott%20McCloud.pdf
http://mm12.johncaserta.info/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/Understanding%20Comics%20(The%20Invisible%20Art)%20By%20Scott%20McCloud.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1F98YFOfFsQoZDYC-QNyYb0Q2ih5SdpgXeV4uGXnST_0/edit?usp=sharing
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Assessment / Final Product: 
● Description of how students will demonstrate learning.  What will their final 

product be, and how will success be determined?   
● Students will apply the definition of a comic to a comic 

of their own creation.  

● Individual students will self-assess their own comic. 

● Students will critique their peers’ comics by applying 

the definition questions in a gallery walk-type format.  

● Students will select a topic of their choosing to create 

a comic that reflects the organization and format 

presented in class.   

o Options include: a single panel, multiple panels on 

one page, and/or multiple pages.  

o Topic selection will be guided by an issue or topic 

they have experienced or observed that they would 

like others to know about.  

 
Lesson Sequence 

Opening: 
1) Students will receive instruction on the definition of a 
comic and apply the definition through a series of questions 

to a short video clip via Google Slides.  

 
Guided Inquiry: 
2) Independent Practice: Students apply the definition questions 
to the text, Baddawi. They will fill in their observations on 

a handout.  

3) Sharing and Reflection: Students will share and reflect first by 
a Think/Pair/Share, with a whole-class discussion of one 

partner or table sharing their discussed thoughts of the 

questions as they are applied to the video clip. Secondly, 

students will share and reflect as they independently 

practice applying the definition questions to pages of the 

text Baddawi. 

● As there will be (as of now) only one copy of the text, 

students will be given either a printed copy of a 

particular page and/or a link to a PDF of a particular 

page.  

Finally, students will share and reflect on their own created 

coic as well as sharing and reflecting on their peers’ comic.  
4) Assessment: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jjkkfVSmZl8IyeKj11I_1X_rnSp5MNGbk4xrOlC_QZw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1F98YFOfFsQoZDYC-QNyYb0Q2ih5SdpgXeV4uGXnST_0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JDYaaChOi00wovYjWThyXZ1jO0XvVopdpVzQJrKfwc8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JDYaaChOi00wovYjWThyXZ1jO0XvVopdpVzQJrKfwc8/edit?usp=sharing
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● Students will create a comic of their own creation 
(either hand drawn or digitally) that conveys a topic 

with knowledge from first-hand experience. 

● Students will apply the definitions of a comic to their 

creation.  

● Part of the assessment will include a self-reflection 

regarding their own work. This will be based on 

completion, thoroughness, and thoughtfulness.  

● Part of the assessment will include a self-reflection 

regarding peers’ work. This will be based on complete, 

thoroughness, and thoughtfulness. 

● Students will use this rubric as their guide. 

 

Extension options and supplementary resources: 
● Students can apply these topics to our fictional Graphic 

Novel unit  

● Students can explore ComicCons via the internet or in-

person participation. 

● Students can create additional comics as an assessment 

of other units’ topics.  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QIYa4TpPtp-24izxEfVKUuUd268bqfVTyW3xKlUhuzA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N625XSAyBHCBTIXkFaQZ0q_KWCVp5oIBY02FdjbGL9w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mHl0otjtKzS2Doh3bz4ut4hFGLxMmHgkIwiZlidZKoM/edit?usp=sharing


ComicCon: Not Just for 
Cosplay Nerds



What’s a ComicCon? 



What’s a ComicCon
From where does it originate? 



Given those thoughts about 
ComicCon:
What do we think of when 
we think of a comic?
Share some ideas . . . 





Details of the 
image?



Hearing the 
text. . . 



Putting it 
together.



Introduction to 
Comics

Reviewing Scott McCloud’s Understanding Comics (The Invisible Art).



Topics we will cover: 

1) What is a comic?
2) Storytelling through visual images

a) Practicing together 
b) Applying



Topics we will cover: 

1) What is a comic?
2) Storytelling through visual images

a) Practicing together 
b) Applying



Topic 1: What is a comic?

Definition: 

(9)



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down

“Juxtaposed pictorial 
and other images . . .”

Juxtaposed=

Pictoral=



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down

“. . . in deliberate 
sequence . . .”

Deliberate sequence  
=



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down

“. . . intended to 
convey information . . 
.”

Intended to convey =



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down
“. . . and/or produce an 
aesthetic response in the 
viewer .”

and/or  =

Aesthetic =



Topic 1: What is a comic?

(9)

Let’s break that down
“. . . and/or produce an 
aesthetic response in the 
viewer .”

Produce … response in the 
viewer.



Topics we will cover: 

1) What is a comic?

2) storytelling through visual images
a) Practicing together 
b) Applying



Topic 2: History of  storytelling through images.



2) History of  storytelling through images.



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1) What were some pictorial images shown in the video? 



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1) Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 
that sequence and not another? 



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1)
2) What information was conveyed? Why was that information 

the intended information (as opposed to other possible 
intentions?)



Apply our definition to Ice Age

1)

2) Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 
was the response? How was it aesthetic?



Topics we will cover: 

1) What is a comic?

2) storytelling through visual images
a) Practicing together 

b) Applying



Applying the definitions on your own

Baddawi, 

By Leila Abdelrazaq



Leila Abdelrazaq - Biography

- Palestinian
- Chicago
- Detroit
- Baddawi: 2015 Palestine Book 

Awards
- Author, illustrator



Leila Abdelrazaq - Biography

- Issues explored
- Areas of work
- U of M grad!! (2020)



Book overview:
From Amazon.com: 

“An arrestingly drawn debut graphic novel, Baddawi is the story of a 
young boy named Ahmad struggling to find his place in the world. It  
explores the childhood of the author's father from a determinedly boy's-
eye view. Ahmed was raised in the refugee camp of Baddawi in northern 
Lebanon, one of many thousands of children born to Palestinians who fled 
(or were expelled from) their homeland during the 1948 war that 
established the state of Israel. Ahmad's dogged pursuit of education and 
opportunity echoes the journey of the Palestinian people, as they make 
the best of their existing circumstances while remaining determined to one 
day return to their homeland.”



Questions to remember 
1) What were some pictorial images shown
2) Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 

that sequence and not another? 
3) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other?
4) What information was conveyed? Why was that information 

the intended information (as opposed to other possible 
intentions?)

5) Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 
was the response? How was it aesthetic?



Let’s Begin Baddawi . . . 



 

 

Definition of Comic Questions  Name  
Apply the questions to the video. Be sure you explain 

your answers in a thorough and thoughtful manner.  

 

1) What were some pictorial images shown? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 

that sequence and not another?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What information was conveyed? Why was that information the 

intended information (as opposed to other possible 

intentions?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 

was the response? How was it aesthetic? 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_t6QAF98UU


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Definition of Comic Questions  Name  
Apply the questions to the excerpt you receive from the text, 

Baddawi, by Leila Abdelrazaq. Be sure you explain your answers in 

a thorough and thoughtful manner.  

 

1) What were some pictorial images shown? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 

that sequence and not another?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What information was conveyed? Why was that information the 

intended information (as opposed to other possible 

intentions?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 

was the response? How was it aesthetic? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Comic Instructions and Rubric 
 

Description:  

To create a comic of a real event to demonstrate a deep understanding of 

the text.  

 

Step 1: Use a piece of computer paper and fold it so that each side has 

four or eight squares, depending on the size of square you want to work 

with. You can also create one large panel. Your choice! 

 

Step 2: Depict a scene, or several scenes, about your topic that convey the 

definition.  

 

Note - be sure that you use as much detail as you can. This is NOT about 

your artistic ability; rather, it is about your ability to convey the story 

and definition. 

 

 

 

Digital option: go to http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/ 

And follow the directions there.  

NOTE: The readwritethink website may not print at school. Try it at home. If it 

won’t print there (or you can’t print there), SHARE it with me and I should be able 

to print it, Be sure you share it with me by the due date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over for rubric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/


 

 

 
 

Comic - Rubric  Name ___________________   Title ____________________ 

Work Habit grades 10 9.5  6.
5 

5.5 4  

Every section is complete.        

Every section is colorful and creative       

All sections are covered with thoughtful images       

All sections include specific details that demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of the text 

      

You followed all the directions and details of the assignment       
 

 

Skill 10 9.5 8.5 7.5 6.5 5.5 4.5 

1. I can produce pictorial images that relate to 

my topic. 

              

2. My sequence is deliberate and clear.               

3. My images are juxtaposed with each other in 

a way that conveys meaning and context.  

              

4. My images convey the intended meaning 

clearly. 

              

5. My images produce an aesthetic response in  

the reader. 

       

6. My comic is organized and demonstrates 

time and care.  

       

Basic Writing Expectations               



 

 

Conventions are correct spelling, punctuation, 

grammar, capitalization 

10             

 

 



 

 

Definition of Comic Questions  Name  
Apply the questions to your comic.  Be sure you explain your 

answers in a thorough and thoughtful manner.  

 

1) What were some pictorial images shown? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 

that sequence and not another?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) What information was conveyed? Why was that information the 

intended information (as opposed to other possible 

intentions?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 

was the response? How was it aesthetic? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Definition of Comic Questions  Name  
Apply the questions to a peer’s comic. You will five different 

peers’ comics, applying one question each to a different comic. 

Be sure you explain your answers in a thorough and thoughtful 

manner.  

 

1) Name of illustrator:  

What were some pictorial images shown? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Name of illustrator:  

Was it in deliberate sequence? How was it deliberate? Why 

that sequence and not another? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Name of illustrator:  

How were the images JUXTAPOSED with each other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

over 

4) Name of illustrator:  

What information was conveyed? Why was that information 

the intended information (as opposed to other possible 

intentions?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) Name of illustrator:  

Did it produce an aesthetic response in the viewer? What 

was the response? How was it aesthetic? 
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