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Grade:  6-8 
Courses:  ELA 
 
Driving Questions  

● Why do we tell stories?  What purpose[s] do personal narratives serve in society? 
● How do stories change as they move from personal spaces to performance spaces? 
● What stories could I collect?  How could I perform/publish/collect stories that hold 

meaning for me? 
 

Supporting Questions 
● How can oral histories be “collected” and presented?  
● What are the best practices for research / conducting an interview? 
● What role does a folklorist or oral historian play in the collection process? 

 
 



Enduring Understandings 
● Performance and narratives can express personal, familial, and cultural traditions, 

values, and beliefs  
 

● The stories we choose to preserve and share are part of how we choose to express 
our relationship with past traditions, values, and beliefs 
 

● Oral histories are one way for people to hold on to shared and individual 
experiences, preserving them and even building upon them to create something new 

 

Overview 
This lesson introduces students to performance narratives and oral histories through the 
Filipino American Oral History Project of Michigan, which “aims to document the history of 
Pinays—Filipino American women—and Pinoys—Filipino American men, with a special 
focus on those who migrated and settled in the Midwestern United States. Through 
team-taught, service-learning courses, students have collected hundreds of photographs, 
life histories, and artifacts since the project’s inception in 2001.”  
 
After observing what Emily Lawsin and the Filipino American Oral History Project 
members created with some of their interviews, students will complete their own oral 
history collection project.  
 
This lesson was designed with an ELA classroom in mind, but can be used in a variety of 
content contexts as needed.  This lesson is meant to be adapted and modified to suit the 
needs of your students and curriculum.  
 

Learning Objectives 
● Students will reflect upon the role of stories.  
● Students will reflect upon the possible uses of oral history in their own lives. 
● Students will use oral history interview techniques to gather information. 
● Students will use information gathered to create a unique collection project or 

performance.  

 
Content Expectations / Standards 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/4/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.5 

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 

Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1 

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.2 

Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 
study. 

 
Key Concepts 

● Oral history 
● Research 
● Interview 
● Performance 
● Culture 
● Tradition 

 

 
Lesson Handouts/Materials 
Handouts:  For in-classroom instruction, copies of Mahmoud Darwish’s “To Our Land” (1 
copy for every 2-3 students) should be printed ahead of time.  Students will also need 
access to images of artwork / copies of poems for assessment.  
 

● History, Herstory, Ourstory.  Pin@y Performance Project Presented at the Philippine 
American Cultural Center of Michigan. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAVLRNod9L8&feature=emb_logo 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/WHST/6-8/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/6/2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAVLRNod9L8&feature=emb_logo


● Oral History at Home- 5 Easy Steps. Smithsonian Institute. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&feature=e
mb_logo 
 

● The Smithsonian Folklife and Oral History Interviewing Guide.  

 
Assessment / Final Product: 

After this lesson, students will complete a cross-textual analysis.  Depending 
upon time constraints / student level / current curricular focus, assessment 
could be written or presented verbally.  

 
Lesson Sequence 

1. Opening/ Anticipatory Set-   Why do we tell stories?  
 
Set up the classroom for carousel-style writing, with 4 large pieces of paper 
in 3 corners of the room.  On the separate pieces, create these headings (one 
per piece): 

1.  To express 
2.  To inform 
3.  To persuade 
4.  To create 

On the front board, write the question “Why do we tell stories?” 
 

As students enter the classroom, break them into 4 groups, giving each group a 
colored marker (choose 4 different colors to keep track of each group’s 
contribution.) 
 
Before giving students their directions, remind them of the 4 purposes of writing 
they’ve likely learned about in the past (to express, to inform, to persuade, to 
create).  
 
Direct students to complete a carousel-style writing activity, where groups move at 
designated times throughout the room and contribute to each writing station. 
Remind them to use only their group’s colored marker so everyone can see each 
group’s individual contribution.  
 
Their directions:  As your group moves around the room, consider how each of these 
4 purposes of writing can be served through stories.  On each piece of paper, your 
group should brainstorm either a list of stories they’ve encountered that serve this 
purpose or their ideas on how stories can serve this purpose.  
 
Reflection:  
After students have completed carousel-style writing, have the last group stationed 
at each station briefly share what each of the other group’s have written in their 
brainstorming.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&feature=emb_logo


 
2. Guided Inquiry and iNDEPENDENT PRACTICE 

A.  Connecting to yesterday’s lesson, let students know that they’re about to 
watch a video of stories.  Ask them to, as they watch, consider what roles 
these particular stories serve.  
 
History, Herstory, Ourstory. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAVLRNod9L8&feature=emb_logo 
 
After viewing the film, have students share out what purposes they observed 
in the stories in the video.  
 

B. Next, introduce students to the concept of oral history- “a process of 
collecting, usually by means of a tape-recorded interview, recollections, 
accounts, and personal experience narratives of individuals for the purposes 
of expanding the historical record of a place, event, person, or cultural group” 
from the Smithsonian Folklife and Oral History Interviewing Guide.  
 
Read pages 8 & 9 of the guide together, then watch “Oral History at Home- 5 
Easy Steps. Smithsonian Institute.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&fea
ture=emb_logo 
 

C. Practice Interviews:  After students read pages 22-27, they should select 
questions they’d like to use for practice interviews.  Keeping students in 
small groups, assign them to conduct practice interviews on one another.  If 
possible, have them practice recording the interviews and listening through 
them afterwards also.  

 
3. Sharing and Reflection 

In large or small groups, have students share how the interview process 
went.  Did anything surprise them about the process of conducting an 
interview?  
 
Reflection:  Introduce students to their assessment, their oral history project. 
Breaking students into small groups, have groups brainstorm both a list of 
questions as well as possible topics that would interest them for project 
topics.  

 
As a whole class, take time to address student questions and let students 
share potential topics.  Suggestion for topic brainstorming:  have students 
complete a quick-write on the question “What role have stories played in my 
life?,” then have them share that to the list of potential project ideas.  

 
4. Assessment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAVLRNod9L8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=135&v=pxrkkhLExxw&feature=emb_logo


For the final assessment, students should reflect upon the possible uses of 
oral history within their own lives.  Encourage students to think of their family 
stories, cultural practices, and religion traditions as possible starting points.  Once 
students have selected a focus, they should conduct either 1 extended or 3 short 
interviews.  These interviews should then be compiled into a performance or 
collection project of their choice, some options are listed in the Smithsonian guide’s 
“Presenting Your Findings” (pages 30-40), but students should also consider 
compiling information gathered from their interviews into a performance piece, as 
the Filipino American Oral History Project of Michigan did.  

 
Extension options and supplementary resources 
 
https://folklife.si.edu/ 

https://www.oralhistory.org/about/principles-and-practices-revised-2009/ 

https://www.afsnet.org/page/OralHistory 

https://folklife.si.edu/
https://www.oralhistory.org/about/principles-and-practices-revised-2009/
https://www.afsnet.org/page/OralHistory
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